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- Religion is matter of our freeft choice ; and if men will 
obftinately and zvi fully fet themfelves againit it, there is no 

remedy. Tillotfon s Serin. 

3 L. By delign ; on purpofe. 

1 hat will carry us, if we do not wilfully betravour fuccours, 
through all difficulties. ' Hammond . 

If you do not zvi fully pafs over any of your greater of- 
fences, but confefs particularly, and repent feriouily of them, 
God will more eafilv pafs by your leffer infirmities. Bp TayL 
This let him know ; 

Left, willfully offending, he pretend 
/ Surprifal. Milton. 

Wilfulness. n. f. [from wilful .] Obftinacy; ftubbornnefs 5 
perverfenefs. 

So full of wilfulnefs and felf-liking is our nature, that with- 
out fome definitive fentence, which being given, may ftand, 
fmall hope there is that ftrifes will end. Hooker. 

Thy caufelefs ruth reprefs ; 

He that his forrow fought through wilfulnefs , 

And his foe fetter’d would releafe again, 

Deferves to tafte his folly’s fruit. Fairy ghieen. 

Never hydra-headed wilfulnefs 
So foon did lofe his feat, and all at once, 

As in this king. Shake fpeare. 

A ftiff and ftubborn obftinacy, is not fo much firmnefs and 

leiolution, as wilfulncjs . JLd Ejlrange. 

T hat is not haftily to be interpreted obftinacy or wiljul- 
ne fs , which is the natural produdt of their age. Locke. 

Wi'lily. adv. [from wily. ] By ftratagem ; fraudulently. 

I hey did work wilily, and went and made as if they had 
been ambafladors. J 0 f 

Wili'ness. n. f [from wily.] Cunning; guile. 

JHhe ungodly, for his own luft, .doth pcrfecute the poor : 
let them be taken in the crafty wilinejs that they have ima- 
gined. Pfalm x. 2. 

She fupplied the weaknefs of force by zvilinefs of art, and 

advantage of treaty. How. Voc. For eft . 

WILL. n. f [pilla, Saxon ; wille* Dutch.] 

1. Choice; arbitrary determination. 

IV ill is the power, which the mind has to order the con- 
fideration of any idea, or the forbearing to confider it, or to 
prefer the motion of any part of the body to its reft, and vice 

vcr ^ a * . Locke's IVorks. 

T wo principal fountains there are df human a&ions, know- 
ledge and will ; which will , in things tending towards any 
end, is termed choice. Hooker , h. i. 

Is it her nature, or is it her will* 

To be fo cruel to an humble foe ? 

If nature, then file may it mend with (kill 5 

If will* then f he at will may will forego. Spenfer. 

Thefe things have a (hew of wifdom in will worfhip and 
humility. Col. ii. 23. 

Will holds the fceptre in the foul. 

And on the paffions of the heart doth reign. Sir J. Dav. 
The truth is, fuch a man underftands by his ziill* and be- 
Jieves a thing true or falfe, merely as it agrees or difagrees 
with a violent inclination ; and therefore, whilft that inclina- 
tion lafts in its ftrength, he difcovers nothing of the different 
degrees of evidence. Atterbury . 

2. Difcretion ; choice. 

Go then the guilty at thy will chaftize. Pope. 

3. Command ; diredtion. 

At his firft fight the mountains are ftiaken, and at his will 
the fouth wind bloweth. Ecclef. xliii. 16. 

4. Difpoiition ; inclination ; defire. 

I make bold to prefs upon you with fo little preparation. 
Your welcome ; what’s your will ? Shakefpeare. 

He hath a willy he hath a power to perform. Drummond. 

He faid, and with fo good a will to die, 

Did to his breaft the fatal point apply. 

It found his heart. Dry den . 

5. Power; government. 

Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies. Pfal. 
He had the will of his maid before he could go ; he had 
the maftery of his parents ever fince he could prattle ; and 
why, now he is grown up, muff: he be reftrained ? Locke. 

6. Divine determination. 

1 would give a thoufand furlongs of fea for an acre of 
barren ground. The wills above be done ; but I would fain 
die a dry death. Shakefpeare. 

7. I eftament ; difpofition of a dying man’s effedis. 

Another branch of their revenue ftill } 

Remains, beyond their boundlefs right to kill, C 

Their father yet alive, impower’d to make a will. Dryd. j 
Do men make their laft: wills by word of mouth only? 

Stephen's Sermons. 

8. Good~wM. Favour; kindnefs. 

I’ll to the dodtor, he hath my good-will * 

And none but he to marry with Nan Page, Shakefp. 

9. Goon-will. Right intention. 

Some preach Chrift of envy, and fome of good will. 

Phil. i. 15. 
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10. Ill-uHL Malice; malignity. 

11. [Contracted from William.'] Will With 
a lanthorn. 


a wifp- Jack with 


Will with the wifp is of a round figure, in bio-n e f. 

F • .. y ^ 5 and like a bundle 

of twigs fet on fire. It fometitnes gives a brighter liaht th n 

that of a wax-candle ; at other times more obfcure^ and f 

a purple colour. When viewed near at hand, it ffifoes left 

than at a diftance. They wander about in the air not fo ! 

from the furface of the earth ; and are more frequent in 

places that are unduous, mouldy, marfhy, and abounding 

wnh reeds. They haunt burymg places, places of execution 

dunghills. 1 hey commonly appear in fummer, and at the 

beginning of autumn, and are generally at the height of 

about fix feet from the ground. Now they dilate them 

felves, and now contrafl. Now they go on like waves, and 

rain as it were fparks of fire ; but they burn nothin* They 

follow thofe that run away, and fly from thefe that follow 

them. Some ^ that have been catched were obferved to 

confifl: of a fhining, vifeous, and gelatinous matter, like the 

fpawn of frogs, not hot or burning, but only fhining ; fo that 

the matter feems to be phofphorus, prepared and raffed from 

putrified plants or carcafles by the heat of the fun ; which is 

condenfed by the cold of the evening, and then fhines. Mufch . 

/^///-a-wifp mifleads night-faring clowns, 

O’er hills and finking bogs. Cay 

To Will. v. a. [ wilgan , Gothick ; pillan, Saxon; widen 
Dutch.] 

1. To defire that anything fhould be, or be done. 

To will 9 is to bend our fouls to the having or' doirrs of 
that which they fee to be good. Hooker . 

Let Richard be reftored to his blood. 

As will the reft ; fo willeth Winchefter. Shakefpeare. 

I fpeak not of God’s determining his own will, but his pre- 
determining the ads of our will. There is as great difference 
betwixt thele two, as betwixt my willing a lawful thing my- 
felf, and my inducing another man to do that which is un- 
lawful. Hammond on Fundamentals . 

Whofoever wills the doing of a thing, if the doing of it be 
in his power, he will certainly do it ; and whofoever does 
not do that thing, which he has in his power to do, docs 
not properly zvill it. South. 

A man that fits ftill, is faid to be at liberty, becaufe he 
can walk if he wills it. Locke. 

2 . To be inclined or refolved to have. 

She’s too rough for me ; 

There, there, Hortenfio, will you any wife ? Shakefp. 

3. To command ; to dired. 

St. Paul did will them of Corinth, every man to lay up 
fomewhat on the Sunday, and to relerve it in ftore for the 
church of Jerufalem, for the relief of the poor there. Hooker » 
How rarely does it meet with this time’s guife, 

When man was willed to love his enemies. Shakefp. 

Our battle is more full of names than yours. 

Our men more perfed in the ufe of arms. 

Our armours all as ftrong, our caufe the beft ; 

T hen reafon wills our hearts fhould be as good. Shakefp, 
He willed him to be of good comfort, promifing to be- 
llow upon him whatlbever he fhould win. Rnolles . 

If they had any bufinefs, his Majefty willed that they 
fhould attend. Clarendon . 

Tis your’s, O queen ! to will 
The work, which duty binds me to fulfil. Dryden . 

4. It has a loofe and flight bonification. 

Let the circumftances of life be what, or where they wif 
a man fhould never negled improvement. Watts. 

5. It is one of the figns of the future tenfe ; of which it is 
difficult to fhow or limit the fignification. 

I will come. I am determined to come; importing choice. 

' Thou wilt come. It muft be fo that thou muff: come ; im- 
porting neceffity. 

Wilt thou come ? Haft thou determined to come ? import- 
ing choice. 

He will come. He is refolved to come ; or it muft be that 
he muff: come, importing either choice or neceffity. 

It will come. It muft fo be that it muft come ; importing 
neceffity. 

The plural follows the analogy of the fingular. 

Wi'lli and Viliy among the Englifh Saxons, as viele at this 
day among the Germans, fignified many. So wilhehnus is 
the defender of many : wilfred , peace to many ; which are 
anfwered in fenfe and fignification by Polymachus, Poly- 
crates, and Polyphilus. Gib. Canid. 

Wi’lling. adj. [from will. ] 

I. Inclined to any thing. 

He willing to pleafe one in authority, forced all his Ad "to 
make the refemblance of the beft fafhion. IVijd. 

Some other able, and as willing , pays 
The rigid fatisfabtion. > _ Milton • 

Can any man trull a better fupport under affiiblion, than 
the friendfhip of Omnipotence, who is both able and willing* 
and knows how to relieve him ? 

2. Pieafed; 
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Pieafed ; defirous. 

2 ' FaV ourable ; well difpofed to any thing. 

3 ' r a man y as were willing hearted brought bracelets and 

W J Ex. XXXV. 22. 

ear-rings. 

ppadv ; complying. 

4 ‘ Religion hath force to qualify all forts of men, to make 
governors the apter to rule with cortfcience, inferiors for con- 
feience lake the willinger to obey; Hooker. 

We’ve ■willing dames enough. _ bbakejpeare. 

He ftoop’d with weary wings and willing feet. Mut. 

c. Chofen. 


Milton. 


They’re held with his melodious harmony, 

In willing chains, and fweet captivity. 

6. Spontan p orbearj tbou ha ft. p ; t y 5 

Thefe groans proceed not from a fenfelefs plant, 

Nofpouts of blood run willing from a tree. Dryden. 

7. Confenting. ..... .... 

How can hearts not free ferve willing. Milton. 

WiTlingly. adv. [from will.] 

. With one’s own confent ; without diflike ; without reludtance. 
That prefervation of peace and unity amongft Chriftian 
churches fhould be by all good means procured, we join 
moft willingly and gladly with them. Hooker. 

I dare not make myfelf fo guilty. 

To give up willingly that noble title 

Your mailer wed me to. Sbakejpcat e. 

This ranfbm, if my whole inheritance 
May compafs, it fhall willingly be paid. Milton. 

2. By one’s own defire. 

The condition of that people is not fo much to be envied 
as fome would willingly reprefent it. Addifon. 

Willingness, n. f. [from willing.] Confent; freedom from 
reludtance ; ready compliance. 

We praife the things we hear with much more wiliingnefs , 
than thofe we fee ; becaule we envy the prefent, and reve- 
rence the paft ; thinking ourfelves inftrudled by the one, and 
overlaid by the other. Ben. John/on. 

It is not doing good after that fame wonderful manner, that 
Chrift’s example obligeth us unto, but to a like ivillingnefs and 
readinefs to do good as far as our power reacheth. Calamy. 
Force never yet a generous mind did gain ; 

We yield on parley ; but are ftorm’d in vain ; 

Conftraint, in all things, makes the plealure lefs, 

Sweet is the love which comes with vjillingnefs. Dryden. 
Willow, n. f. [pelie, Saxon, falixy Lat. gwilouy Welih.] A 
tree worn by forlorn lovers. 

It hath amentaceous flowers confiding of feveral ftamina, 
which are collected into a fpike but are barren. I he em- 
bryoes are produced upon different trees from the male 
flowers, and afterwards become a fruit or hulk, fhaped like a 
cone, opening in two parts, and containing downy feeds. Mil. 

I offered him my company to a willow tree, to make him 
a garland, as being forfaken, to bind him up a rod, as being 
worthy to be whipt. Shakefp. 

In fuch a night 

Stood Dido with a zvillow in her hand 

Upon the wild fea banks. Shakefp. 

Tell him, in hope he’ll prove a widower fhortly, 

I wear the willow garland for his fake. Shakefpeare. 

When heaven’s burning eye the fields invades. 

To marfhes he reforts, obfeur’d with reeds, 

And hoary willozusy which the moifture feeds. Sandy . 

Afflicled Ifrael (hall fit weeping down. 

Their harps upon the neighb’ring willows hung. 

Nor joyous hymn encouraging their tongue. Prior. 

WFllowish. adj. [willomf Refembling the colour of willow. 
Make his body with greenffh coloured crewel, or willowifh 
colour. Walton. 

Wi'llowwort. n. f. A plant. 

The flower confifts of feveral leaves, produced from the 
inclofures of the flower-cup, placed circularly, and expanded 
like a rofe ; from the centre of the flower-cup rifes the pointal, 
which becomes a fruit of two cells, full ol fmall feeds, wrapped 
up in the flower-cup. Miller . 

Wi'ly. adj. [from wiled] Cunning; fly; full of ftratagem; 
fraudulent. 

They are fo cautelous and wily headed, efpecially being 
men of fmall pra&ice in law matters, that you would wonder 
whence they borrow fuch fubtilitics and ftiifts. Spenfer. 

In the wily fnake 

Whatever flights, none would fufpicions mark 
As from his wit, and native fubtilty 
Proceeding. Miltons Par. Lof . 

Since this falfe, wily* doubling difpofition of mind, is fo 
intolerably mifehievous to fociety, God isfometimes pieafed, 
in mere compaffion to men, to give them warning of it, by 
fetting fome odd mark upon fuch Cains. South's Ser/n. 

My wily nurfe by long experience found. 

And firft difeover’d to my foul its wound ; 

’Tis love faid fhe Dryden. 

Wi'mble. n. f [ wimpel* old Dutch, from wemelen * to bore.] 
An instrument with which holes are bored. 


At harveft-home, trembling to approach 
The little barrel, which he fears to broach : 

He ’fays the wimble* often draws it back. 

And deals to thirfty fervants but a fmack. Dryd. 

As when a Shipwright Hands his workmen o’er, 

Who plye the wimble fome huge beam to' bore ; 

Urg’d on all hands it nimbly fpins about, 

The grain deep-piercing till it fcoops it out. Pope. 

The trepan is like a wimble , ufed by joiners. Sharp. 

Wi'mble. adj. Adlive ; nimble; Shifting to and fro. Such 
feems to be the meaning here. • 

He was fo wimble and fo wight, 

From bough to bough he leaped light, 

And oft the pumies latched : 

Therewith afraid I ran away ; 

But he that earft feem’d but to play, 

A Shaft in earneft fnatched. Spenfer. 

Wi'mple. n. f. [guimpley Fr.] A hood; a veil. It is printed 
in Spenfer perhaps by miftake wimble . 

* So fair and freSh, as faireft flower in May, 

For She had laid her mournful Stole afide. 

And widow-like fad wimble thrown away. Fairy 

The Lord will take away the changeable fuits of apparel, 
and the wimples , and the crifping-pins. Ifrael ii. 22. 

To Wimple, v. a. To draw down as a hood or veil. 

The fame did hide. 

Under a veil that wimbled was full low. Fairy 

Win. Whether initial or final in the names of men, may 
either denote a mafeuline temper, from pin, which fignifies 
in Saxon, war, ftrength, &c. or elfe the general love and 
efteem he hath among the people ; from the Saxon pine, i . e. 
dear, beloved. In the name of places it implies a battle fought 
there. Gibf. 

To Win. v. a . [Pret. wan and won ; part. paf. won y pinna, 
Saxon ; winneny Dutch.] 

1. To gain by conqueft. 

The town of Gaza where the enemy lay encamped, was 
not fo ftrong but it might be won. Knolles. 

His whole defeent, who thus Shall Canaan win. MiltGn. 
Follow chearful to the tremblin* town ; 

Prefs but an entrance, and prefume it won. Dryden. 

2. To gain the vi£lory in a conteft. 

Loyalty is ftill the fame 
Whether it win or lofe the game : 

True as the dial to the fun, 

Altho’ it be not Shin’d upon. Hudibras , b. iiu 

I five years at Tarentum wan 
The queftorfhip, and then our love began. Denham. 

Thy well breath’d horfe 

Impels the flying car and wins the courfe. Drrd. 

3. To gain fomething withheld. 

Refolv’d to win* he meditates the way, 

By force to raviSh, or by fraud betray. Pope. 

4. To obtain. 

Thy virtue wan me ; with virtue preferve me. Doft thou 
love me ? Keep me then ftill worthy to be beloved. Sidney. 

When you fee my fon, tell him, that his fword can never 
win the honour that he lofes. Shakefpeare . 

Devilifh Macbeth^ 

By many of thefe trains hath fought to win me. Shak . 

5. To gain by play. 

He had given a difagreeable vote in parliament, for which 
reafon not a man would have fo much correfpondence with 
him as to win his money. Addifon. 

C. To gain by perfuafion. 

They zuin great numbers to receive 
With joy the tidings brought from heav’n. Milton. 

7. To gain by ccurtShip. 

She’s beautiful ; and therefore to be woo’d : 

She is a woman, therefore to be won . Shakefp . 

That flood witnefs’d his inconftant flame, 

When thus he fwore, and won the yielding dame. Gay. 
To Win. v. n. 

1. To gain the victory. 

Nor is it ought but juft. 

That he who in debate of truth hath won 9 

Should win in arms. Milton. 

2. To gain, influence or favour. 

You exprefs yourfelf very defirous to win upon the judg- 
ment of your mailer, and not upon his affeilions only. Bacon. 

You have a foftnefs and beneficence winning on the hearts 
of others. Dryden. 

Thy words like mufick every breaft controul ; 

Steal thro’ the air, and win upon the foul. Pope. 

3. To gain ground. 

The rabble will in time win upon power. Shakefp. 

4. To be conqueror or gainer at play. 

Charles I will play no more to night ; 

My mind’s not on’t, you are too hard for me. 

— Sir, I did never win of you before. 

— But little, Charles ; 

Nor fhall not when my fancy’s on my play. Shah. 
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